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REPORT  OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 

BOROUGH  OF  BATLEY, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1894. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  herewith  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my 
Eleventh  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Borough. 

During  the  year  1894,  854  births  were  registered,  442 
males  and  412  females.  The  birth  rate  for  the  year  was 
29.73  thousand.  In  1893  there  were  829  births. 

Only  487  deaths  were  registered  in  1894,  256  males  and 
231  females.  Of  these  18  occurred  in  the  Union  Work- 
house,  but  belonged  to  Batley.  The  death  rate  for  the 
year  1894  was  16.95  per  thousand.  In  1893  there  were 
695  deaths,  the  death  rate  being  24.21  per  thousand.  I 
have  examined  the  Reports  for  the  Borough  for  the  past  17 
years  and  find  this  is  the  lowest  death  rate  on  record  during 
that  period 
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There  were  53  deaths  due  to  the  seven  principal  Zymotic 
Diseases.  The  death  rate  from  this  cause  being  1.84  per 
thousand.  In  the  year  1893  there  were  149  deaths  due  to 
Zymotic  diseases,  and  the  death  rate  was  5.19  per  thousand. 

In  fact,  the  death  rate  for  1894  is  the  lowest  recorded 
for  Batley  during  the  past  17  years,  and  I do  not  doubt  is 
the  lowest  on  record  since  the  borough  was  incorporated. 

The  following  table  epitomises  the  ages  at  which  deaths 
occurred  during  the  past  two  years. 


TABLE  No.  I. 


Deaths  under  : 

[ year  of  age 

. • • 
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J) 
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25 

a 
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M 
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... 

... 
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76 

Total 

695 

00 

The  following  table  has  reference  to  the  subject  of  Infant 
Mortality  ; — 


TABLE  No.  2. 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age  for  the  year  1894. 


Deaths. 

Males. 

Fe- 

males 

Under 

One 

Month. 

One 

Month 

and 

under 

Three 

Months 

Three  1 Six 
Months  Months 
and  1 and 
under  under 

Six  Twelve 
Months  Months 

JANUARY 

18 

1 1 

7 

4 

5 

2 

6 

FEBRUARY 

8 

5 

3 

3 

I 

2 

3 

MARCH 

12 

6 

6 

3 

2 

r 

6 

APRIL 

1 1 

5 

6 

5 

I 

2 

3 

MAY 

1 2 

7 

5 

4 

2 

3 

3 

JUNE 

9 

5 

4 

2 

I 

4 

2 

JULY 

8 

5 

3 

I 

3 

I 

3 

AUGUST 

7 

5 

2 

I 

2 

I 

3 

SEPl’EMBER 

>4 

10 

4 

10 

3 

0 

1 

OCTOBER 

18 

5 

4 

6 

3 

5 

NOVEMBER 

10 

7 

3 

4 

3 

I 

2 

DECEMBER 

7 

3 

4 

2 

0 

I 

4 

134 

82 

52 

43 

29 

2 1 

4i 

TABLE  No,  3. 

Gives  an  Analysis  of  the  Causes  of  Death. 


Premature  Births 
Convulsions 
Bronchitis  and  Convulsion 
Debility  and  Convulsions 
Accidentally  Scalded 

T ^ I Suffocated 
^ I Convulsions 

Tuberculosis 
Marasmus  (Wasting) 
Cyanosis 

Asthenia  (Weakness) 

Pneumonia 

Malformation 

Atelectasis 

Hydromeningocele 

Diarrhoea 

Scarlet  Fever 

Intermittent  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Membraneous  Croup 
Whooping  Cough 


1 1 

47 

35 

10 

I 

I 

1 

2 

3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 

1 

5 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 


It  will  be  seen  on  referring  to  the  foregoing  table  that  in 
1894  there  were  134  deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  whilst 
in  1893  there  were  216  deaths.  I particularly  alluded  to 
the  large  infantile  mortality  in  my  1893  Report  and  pointed 
out  that  the  Diarrhoea  epidemic  was  largely  responsible  for 
this,  During  the  year  1894  the  death  rate  amongst  children 
under  one  year  of  age  was  157  per  thousand  born.  This  is 
I believe  considerably  below  the  average  for  Manufacturing 


districts.  Even  this  figure  is  of  course  very  much  higher 
than  it  ought  to  be,  and  the  foregoing  table  gives  a variety 
of  information  which  forms  a fruitful  source  for  contempla' 
tion.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  under  one  month  of  age 
there  were  43  deaths,  that  from  one  month  to  three  months 
there  were  29  deaths,  from  three  to  six  months  21  deaths, 
and  from  six  to  twelve  months  41  deaths. 

In  looking  at  the  causes  of  death  one  is  painfully  struck 
by  the  fact  that  Convulsions  caused  48  deaths  and  Bronchitis 
and  Convulsions,  Debility  and  Convulsions  45  deaths. 
Thus  93  deaths  are  associated  with  Convulsions.  Five 
deaths  are  due  to  Diarrhoea  and  five  to  Wasting  and 
Weakness  Thus  one  may  say  that  out  of  134  deaths  under 
one  year  of  age  103  were  due  to  Bronchitis,  Convulsions, 
Diarrhoea  and  Debility. 

What  are  the  causes  which  produce  this  crop  of  fatalities  ? 

1.  — On  the  face  of  it,  and  considering  the  diseases 
which  have  caused  them,  one  is  irresistibly  led  to  the  con- 
clusion that  in  all  manufacturing  districts  alike,  the  nursing 
of  young  children  is  not  properly  understood  or  carried  out, 
and  that  young  children  are  not  properly  protected,  Hence — 
Colds  and  Bronchitis. 

2.  — That  the  proper  feeding  of  infants  is  also  equally 
misunderstood  or  disregarded,  and  as  a result  large  numbers 
die  of  Convulsions,  Diarrhoea  and  Debility 

What  are  the  causes  of  the  forgoing  evidences  of  inability 
on  the  part  of  certain  Urban  Populations  to  successfully 
rear  children. 

This  is  a question  which  I am  unable  definitely  to 
answer,  but  sooner  or  later  it  will  need  solution.  The  first 
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point  however  that  strikes  an  unbiassed  observer  is,  that 
there  is  a reckless  production  of  children  without  any  pros- 
pect on  the  part  of  the  parents  of  being  able  to  properly 
support  them. 

The  second  point  is,  that  when  produced  the  resources 
of  the  parents  are  not  large  enough  to  enable  them  to  do 
their  duty  to  those  dependent  upon  them,  as  very  often  the 
united  efforts  of  both  father  and  mother  are  required  to 
provide  for  the  family,  and  necessitate  the  absence  of  the 
mother  from  her  child  at  the  very  time  when  it  most  requires 
maternal  attention  and  support. 

On  again  looking  facts  straight  in  the  face,  what  is  it  that 
strikes  one  ? — 

That  it  would  be  for  the  public  weal  if  fewer 
children  were  produced  and  if  that  few  were  strong 
and  healthy,  and  lived  to  become  sound  men  and 
women. 

How  is  this  desirable  end  to  be  brought  about  ? 
Time  alone  can  solve  this  problem,  by  the  development 
of  self  restraint,  by  the  ces.sation  of  marriages  amongst 
the  too  young  and  immature,  and  by  the  growthof  a feel- 
ing of  the  awful  responsibility  which  devolves  upon 
those  who  are  the  cause  of  children  being  born  into  the 
world.  By  education  and  a knowledge  of  and  respect 
for  the  laws  of  Nature  and  Health. 

Under  existing  circumstances,  and  seeing  that  children 
are  brought  into  the  world  under  conditions  not  favourable 
to  their  prolonged  existence,  I think  the  valuable  suggestion 
made  by  the  Editor  of  the  Batley  News  ” well  worthy  of 
consideration,  viz,  that  the  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths 
should  be  furnished  with  leaflets  of  instructions  and 
suggestions  as  to  the  care,  feeding  and  rearing  of  children 
and  that  each  person  who  registers  the  birth  of  a child 
should  be  furnished  with  one  of  these  bills  of  instructions. 


In  that  case,  at  all  events,  parents  could  not  plead  ignorance 
of  how  to  bring  up  infants,  and  something  might  be  done 
to  prevent  the  wholesale  destruction  of  the  innocents  which 
now  exists. 

The  subjoined  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  deaths 
occurring  during  the  year,  showing  the  number  of  deaths 
from  various  Zymotic  diseases  each  month. 


TABLE  No.  4 
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'I'he  follov^ing  is  an  analysis  of  the  Notifications  received 
during  the  year  1894. 

TABLE  No.  5. 


JAN. 

FEB. 

MAR. 

APL. 

MAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

AUG. 

SEP. 

OCT. 

NOV. 

DEC. 

TOTAL 

Small  Pox  ... 

7 

1 

' 

— 

7 

Diphtheria 

7 

6 

5 

6 

3 

7 

6 

9 

9 

1 I 

3 

5 

0 

77 

Membranous  Croup 
Erysijjelas ... 

I 

] 

I 

T 

] 

6 

4 

2 

4 

4 

3 

I 

2 

2 

5 

2 

6 

36 

Scarlet  Fever 

24 

1 6 

14 

1 0 

13 

7 

1 2 

5 

4 

2 

10 

3 

1 20 

Typhoid  Fever 

2 

I 

r 

I 

I 

3 

2 

5 

1 6 

Enteric  Fever 

I 

I 

. • • 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

2 

4 

6 

2 

2 I 

Continued. Fever  .. 

4 

. 

1 

2 

2 

. . 

2 

3 

I 

I 

4 

20 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

I 

2 

1 _ 

Totals 

44 

27 

25 

24I24 

17 

24 

24 

2 1 

23 

22 

26 

301 

The  Notifications  have  as  usual  proved  to  be  of  great 
service  having  enabled  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and 
myself  to  investigate  the  conditions  existing  where 
Zymotic  disease  had  broken  out.  By  this  means  the  three 
cases  of  Small  Pox  which  occurred  in  the  Borough  were 
promptly  visited  and  removed.  Thus  no  doubt  preventing 
the  spread  of  the  disease. 

One  rather  curious  fact  comes  to  light  in  connection  with 
the  Notification  Returns.  In  1893  there  were  114  deaths 
from  diseases  which  require  notification  and  a total  of  377 
notifications.  In  1894,  52  deaths  occurred  from  notifiable 
diseases  and  301  notifications  were  received.  In  the  first 
case  the  mortality  was  at  the  rate  or  30.23  per  cent  of  the 
notified  cases.  In  the  second  it  was  only  17  27  per  cent  of 
the  cases  notified. 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  Zymotic  and 
other  diseases  from  1889  to  1894. 
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TABLE  No.  6. 


1889 

1890 

1891 

00 

vO 

00 

1894 

Small  Pox 

... 

0 

0 

13 

49 

3 

0 

Measles 

... 

30 

10 

18 

4 

32 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

I 

8 

1 6 

7 

1 1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

(Membranous) 

1 2 

4 

7 

18 

13 

10 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

5 

7 

t6 

9 

5 

Enteric 

7 

1 0 

1 2 

7 

7 

9 

Continued 

Fever 

Tyhus 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

k Doubtful 

0 

2 

5 

I 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

I 

2 

3 

0 

3 

2 

Diarrhoea  Dysentery 

33 

33 

20 

^7 

77* 

1 2 

Erysipelas 



0 

4 

0 

3 

3 

4 

Total  deaths  from  Zy- 
motic Diseases 

1 1 2 

71 

93 

! i3‘ 

»55 

1 

57 

Phthisis 

.. 

' 

i 

33 

Rheumatic  Fever 

4 

2 

i 

1 I 

3 

7 

4 

Heart  Disease 

40 

Total  deaths  from 

' 

i 

other  causes 

466 

5" 

607 

484 

533 

353 

Total  deaths  from  al 

1 

causes 

... 

1 582 

584 

7 c 

618 

695 

00 

* Including  6 cases  of  Cholera  Nostras. 
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The  following  table  is  of  interest.  The  statistics  cover 
a number  of  years,  and  explain  themselves.  From  the 
year  1892  the  statistics  are  calculated  on  the  seven 
principal  Zymotic  diseases. 


TABLE  No.  7. 


Year. 

Births 

Deaths 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate 

Zymotic 

Diseases 

Z ymoi  ic 
Death 
Kate. 

00 

00 

4^ 

819 

607 

27.76 

21.25 

166 

5.62 

1885 

813 

573 

27  55 

19.42 

1 12 

3 69 

i886 

831 

579 

28. 1 7 

19.62 

94 

315 

00 

00 

870 

64s 

00 

21-35 

•43 

4 84 

1888 

877 

5” 

29  73 

>7-32 

64 

2.10 

1889 

819 

582 

26.42 

18  78 

1 12 

363 

1890 

845 

584 

27  22 

18  90 

71 

2 29 

189 1 

846 

701 

28  67 

24  42 

93 

3I4 

1 892 

772 

618 

26.89 

21-53 

128 

4-45 

1893 

829 

695 

28.53 

24. 2 1 

149 

5-I9 

1894 

854 

487 

29  73 

16.95 

53 

1 84 

Only  three  cases  of  Small  Pox  occurred  in  the  Borough 
during  1894.  These  were' all  promptly  removed  to  the 
Hospital  at  Howden  Clough,  and  no  extension  of  the 
epidemic  took  place. 

I may  here  state  that  Small  Pox  is  a disease  which  seems 
to  be  comparatively  easily  dealt  with,  provided  prompt 
isolation  can  be  secured  at  the  very  commencement  of  an 
Epidemic.  In  fact  its  tendency  to  spread  seems  to  depend 
largely  upon  the  length  of  time  a patient  is  allowed  to 
remain  as  a focus  of  Infection,  prior  to  Isolation.  When 
once  thoroughly  established  in  a district  the  effect  of 
Isolating  cases  becomes  much  less  manifest,  and  it  is 


questionable  whether  at  this  period  of  an  Epidemic  the 
isolation  of  cases  produces  any  appreciable  effect  on  the 
course  of  the  outbreak. 

During  the  year  1894  four  cases  were  received  from  out- 
side Authorities.  two  from  Liversedge,  one  from  Drighlington 
and  one  from  Gildersome. 

I would  here  point  out  that  it  seems  to  me,  seeing  that 
the  Batley  Corporation  now  has  an  Infectious  Hospital 
Scheme  of  its  own  in  progress,  that  if  the  outlying  Local 
Authorities,  (whom  it  has  always  been  willing  to  help  when 
in  difficulties  and  on  emergency),  were  to  come  forward 
and  join  Batley  in  her  Hospital  Scheme,  it  would 
be  a great  saving  and  convenience  to  one  and  all  of 
them,  particularly  as  the  site  of  the  Batley  Hospital  is  so 
very  convenient  for  all  the  Local  Authorities  who  would  be 
concerned 


With  reference  to  our  present  Temporary  Hospital.  The 
wooden  portion  has  stood  the  test  of  some  very  severe 
weather,  and  is  undoubtedly  not  so  good  as  it  was.  In 
fact  it  is  a question  how  long  it  will  hold  out.  One  there- 
fore hopes  that  the  arrangements  for  pushing  forward  the 
New  Hospital  may  ere  long  be  completed. 

Measles.  Caused  two  deaths  in  1894.  In  1893  there  were  32 

deaths  from  this  cause. 


Scarlet  Fever.  Caused  eleven  deaths  in  1894.  120  cases  were  notified. 


Diphtheria  and 

Croup'^^^°"*  Caused  ten  deaths  in  1894.  77  cases  were  notified. 

^Coueh**^'^^  Is  responsible  for  five  deaths. 


Enteric. or  Caused  eleven  deaths.  37  cases  were  notified. 

Typhoid  Fever,  ^ ' 

Continued  Caused  two  deaths.  20  cases  were  notified. 
Fever. 
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Puerperal 

Fever, 

Diarrhoea  and 
Dysentery. 

Erysipelas. 


Caused  two  deaths,  and  two  cases  were  notified. 
Caused  twelve  deaths,  as  against  77  in  1893. 
Caused  four  deaths.  36  cases  were  notified. 


^^Vate?.'^  “ ’ ® During  the  year  1894,  the  quality  of  the  Town’s  Water 
has  been  uniformly  good. 

Cases  of  Lead  poisoning  have  I am  sorry  to  say  again 
been  frequent,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  result  of 
a few  Analyses  that  have  been  made  for  me.  As  I have 
before  frequently  stated,  the  water  in  the  Reservoirs  is  of 
excellent  quality,  and  it  is  only  in  the  pipes  that  it  becomes 
contaminated. 


TABLE  No.  8. 


No. 

Grains  per  gal. 

No. 

Grains  per  gal. 

I 

0.056 

5 

0. 1 1 2 

2 

0. 1 

6 

0.070 

3 

0.028 

7 

0.308 

4 

0.028 

8 

0.02  I 

I most  sincerely  congratulate  the  Local  Authority  on  the 
past  extremely  healthy  year,  and  trust  it  may  be  the 
beginning  of  a long  and  prosperous  period  for  the  Town 
both  as  regards  Health,  Sanitationand  Material  Commercial 
prosperity. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently 

ALFRED  SWANN,  M.D., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


25th  February,  1895 


